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This Worldes Joie was commissioned by the Harrisburg Choral Society as a companion piece for Gloria
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Composer’s Note

This Worldes Joie is designed to be a light-hearted Christmas piece that is melodic, accessible and
incorporates favourite Christmas tunes in the tradition of Victor Hely-Hutchinson’s A Carol Symphony.
The second movement, Ding! Dong! Merrily on high, is a loving tribute to Bill Llewellyn, Director of
Music at Charterhouse, from whose arrangement I shamelessly ‘borrowed’ the idea of doing parts of it
in five: I have fond memories of singing it in the Chapel Choir from his hand-written scores. I think he
would approve of my version, which takes his idea and runs with it.

The first movement is the only movement that makes no reference to traditional carols, but does use
two well-known mediaeval texts, Of a rose is al myn song and There is no rose of such virtue, set to new
music. The second movement, in addition to Ding! Dong! Merrily on High, features Quelle est cette odeur
agréable? and I saw three ships come sailing in in a fast-paced medley. The third contrasts the slow,
mournful Lullay, lulla, often known as the Coventry Carol, with the more sprightly Basque tune usually
sung to The angel Gabriel.

The last movement is counterpoint run amok. A fugal exposition is heard three times, first by itself,
then with The first nowell as a countermelody, and finally with three countermelodies, Good King
Wenceslas looked out, Unto us a son is born and The first nowell again. Echoes of Ding! Dong! Merrily on high
are never far away. A brief development follows, featuring the fugue subject and a motif derived from
the “Gloria” refrain of Ding! Dong! Merrily on high, against which the chorus develops the eponymous
text “This worldes joie,” leading to a triumphant conclusion.

The phrase This Worldes Joie first appeared in a Ludlow manuscript from c. 1340 (or even earlier), which
has been set many times, most notably by Arnold Bax, William Mathias and Geoffrey Bush. Although it
is not specifically a Christmas text, its winter setting and prayer that Jesus save us from hell have
encouraged modern composers to make the association:

Wynter wakeneth al my care,
Nou this leves waxeth bare;

Ofte I sike and mourne sare
When hit cometh in my thoht
Of this worldes joie, hou hit goth al to noht.

Nou hit is, and nou hit nys,

Al so hit ner nere, ywys;

That moni mon seith, soth hit ys:

Al goth bote Godes wille:

Alle we shule deye, thah us like ylle.

Al that gren me graueth grene,

Nou hit faleweth albydene:

Jehsu, help that hit be sene,

Ant shild us from helle!

For y not whider y shal, ne you longe her duelle.

Simon Andrews
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